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“Water for Life” Program Update 

Greetings from Fr. Miguel Quintanilla, S.J. 
 

“The blind see and the paralyzed walk;  the lepers are purified and         

the deaf hear; the dead are resurrected and the good news is                

announced to the poor.”   Matthew 11:25 
 

     Dear friends and benefactors of our work in the Sierra   

Tarahumara.  This time I take the opportunity to greet you and 

thank you again for your support and solidarity. I share with 

you a reflection of why the church practices solidarity. 

     A Church that is not in solidarity would be a contradiction 

in itself. The church is the place where the permanent solidar-

ity of God with the human being takes place. The love of God 

must find in the church its human continuity, and, finally, 

reach  all  human  beings.  The church is the  place where God 

wants to gather all people:   “the dwelling place of God among  

     From 1990 to 2010, 60 wells were drilled. Of the total of 

60 wells drilled 40 are still active. We remain committed to 

giving maintenance to those wells that require it. Some com-

munities have requested assistance from us because they do 

not have the means to do it themselves.  In the month of    

September, we will hire two dedicated people to support this 

effort because the Santa Teresita Medical Unit continues to 

require support for other maintenance jobs. Since our facili-

ties are forty years old they require more regular service and 

repairs to remain functional sources of water. 

     On behalf of the communities benefitting from these man-

ual water wells we appreciate the support you continue to 

provide. The founder of our Mission Fr. Verplancken knew 

that clean and accessible drinking water is a key factor for 

basic health and life. We heed this reminder on a daily basis 

as we continue to support the needs of the communities that 

benefit from this project. 
 

     In the developed world it is easy to take clean, safe and 

abundant water for granted.  Whether for drinking, cooking, 

cleaning or personal hygiene we can simply turn the handle on 

the faucet and safe and reliable water is available.  In Creel, 

the Copper Canyon and other under-developed regions around 

the world this simply is not the case. Families and communi-

ties are in a daily struggle to locate and access safe water.  To 

make matters worse, the water is normally pumped by hand 

and then transported over long distances.  The collection of 

water becomes the key daily activity for basic survival. 

     With the careful and responsible collaboration of Antonio 

Domínguez, we continue to take guidance from the research 

and findings left by Steve Schneider and his staff during their 

March 2017 visit.  Schneider Water Services of St. Paul, OR 

has been the primary stakeholder in the analysis of water qual-

ity, accessibility and remediation.  This is how the project 

Water for Life continues to benefit us in a particular way.   

      

“Peter, do you love me …. feed my 

sheep.”   John 21:17 
tchforegon.org 

men." (Revelation 21,3)  

     The Church is a "sign and instrument" of the union of 

man with God and between them. Through a church that, in 

the example of his Lord, is in solidarity with the over-

whelmed, the victims and the poor of this time, God tries to 

reach the people of all peoples and cultures to give them his 

support. God is on the side of those who want to build a 

truly human world. The church is, therefore, in solidarity 

with all those who want to give a face to God's salvation in 

the world. 

“It is simply not right that when a person in the street is dying of the 

cold weather and only has two cents in his pocket is not newsworthy. 

That is exclusion.  We cannot tolerate more than throwing food when 

there are people who are hungry. That is inequality.”    Pope Francis 

See back page for more pictures of the Water for Life project. 



       The Tarahumara Children’s Hospital Fund (TCHF) consists of three separate groups working together to support the Tarahumara Mission in the Copper 

Canyon of Mexico. These groups are located in Michigan, Louisiana and Oregon. The Mission headquarters is based in Creel, Chihuahua, Mexico with     

Fr. Miguel Quintanilla, S.J., serving as General Director since March of 2015.  Long-time advisor and liaison Fr. David Ungerleider, S.J., is based in           

Tijuana, MX and works closely with Fr. Miguel to coordinate the activities of the U.S.-based groups with the Jesuit Provincial Authority. 

     Our purpose is to raise money and awareness in the United States to support vital services provided to the Tarahumara Indians in the Copper Canyon 

region of Mexico.  A small hospital was opened in 1979 that has 75 beds, 2/3 for children. A “Water for Life” initiative began in 2015 is currently in the 

process of testing, remediating and installing new clean and sustainable wells.  A boarding school teaches children about their own culture and language, the 

Spanish language and teaches them skills to make a living as farmers, craftsmen, and teachers of their people. In recent years, outdated and obsolescent oxy-

gen generating and X-Ray equipment has been replaced as well as heavily used ambulances and rehabilitative playground equipment.   

     The Tarahumara people do not have the means to pay for these services themselves.  The Mission must rely on the support of foundations and individuals 

who recognize the importance of both preserving a cultural heritage and ensuring the healthy future of a tribal community. Fr. Miguel continues the belief of 

"helping people help themselves" put forth by Fr. Verplancken back in the 1960’s. The Mission does not just “hand out” charity today:  It trains and uplifts 

the Indian people so that they can provide for themselves tomorrow. 

     Creel is a town in the Sierra Tarahumara (part of the Sierra Madre Occidental) 

of the Mexican state of Chihuahua, located 109 miles to the southwest of the state 

capital Chihuahua City.  At the census of 2010 it had a population of 5,026 inhabi-

tants (down from 5,334 in 2005). 

     Near Creel is Divisadero, perhaps the best-known overlook of the "Three Can-

yons" area of the Copper Canyon, as well as Basaseachic Falls, one of the highest 

waterfalls in Mexico. Creel was historically a logging town, although tourism has 

become the primary industry over the last 25 years. Today, there are many hotels, 

restaurants and a number of tours down into the canyons. 

National Provincial View of Chihuahua Regional City View of Creel 

Calendar Update for 2019 
 

     Please note that we will not be holding our benefit dinner 

this October. After building this foundation into what it is 

today over the past 20 years the TCHF of Oregon Board of 

Directors has decided to now focus on the following four 

avenues of fundraising:   

  Online Donations 

  Planned Giving 

  Direct Mailing  

  Grant Writing (tbd) 

     With an emphasis on building the Endowment Fund, this 

will allow us to continue to support the Mission in Creel for 

many years to come. We never would have arrived at this 

position without the support of each and every one of you 

and trust that you will continue to support this Mission in the 

future. 

            - John and Peggy Brockamp, TCHF of Oregon 

For information on Creel and the Copper Canyon: 
 

visitcoppercanyon.com/ 

visitmexico.com/en/main-destinations/chihuahua/creel 

mexonline.com/index.htm 

Average Temperatures / Precipitation in Creel in Sept: 
 

High Temp 75 F / Low Temp 46 F / 3.7 Inches 
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Please support our Amazon Smile program by logging in with the   
following link when shopping.  All purchases initiated through          

this portal will generate a donation to the Mission.                 
Thank you for your support.    

 

 smile.amazon.com/ch/46-1411759 

A Brief History of the TCHF / Creel, Chihuahua, Mexico   


